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Meanwhile he played the game that Lepidus- wanted; and
this too suited his mood, his absorption in the routine of the
army as something satisfying in itself. Without thought he
was dramatising himself as the legionary aroused to a half-
drunken devotion and comprehension of the world's dark
purposes, appealing, fighting for a faith, fighting to be under-
stood and given a sense of worth.

Lepidus had entrenched strongly at Forum Voconii, and
Antonius led up his army and camped on the other side of a
little stream, the Argenteus.

Silanus and another officer (who in charge of the outposts
had surrendered to Antonius) appeared before Lepidus, and
were mildly reprimanded. As Lepidus wrote in his report,
"out of pity" he did not punish them further. He allowed
a bridge of boats to be built between the two camps, and
welcomed agents from Antonius, who pretended to be
deserters. With a quiet chuckle he wrote to Rome that the
army of Antonius was "visibly melting away " and that the
legions would not fail in their duty.

His one officer seriously loyal to the Senate, Laterensis,
reported that messengers were coming and going; that the
soldiers were being incited by their officers; that the soldiers
were talking together in groups. Lepidus thanked him for
his zeal.

Then Antonius, dishevelled and with unkempt beard,
appeared on the bank of the Argenteus at the narrowest
part, and harangued the opposite camp. Lepidus im-
perturbably waited a while and then ordered the trumpets
to sound and drown the voice of Antonius.

Laterensis reported that fraternising was going on and that
he doubted the fidelity of the troops unless something was
done. Lepidus thanked him again and said that he would
mention him in despatches.

At last, on the morning of the sgth, Antonius with a few
soldiers forded the stream. The men in the camp at once
tore down the palisades, cheered the oncomers, took Antonius
up on their shoulders, and carried him to the tent of Lepidus.
Lepidus was still in bed, but without waiting to dress hts
came out and embraced Antonius amid the plaudits of both
armies.